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4 main events

A New Year
2021-a brand new year.
A new year, for me, is a
representation of change,
growth and progress. The
last year was an eventful and
uneasy year full of unexpected
surprises. One highlight of
the past year was seeing how
humanity came together
to fight the coronavirus, to
support the ‘Black Lives
Matter’ movement, to stand
with the Uyghurs in such

difficult times and more. Most
importantly, we stayed resilient
and hopeful. 2021 is truly a
gift. We have an opportunity
to turn over the page and start
a new one and decide how
the year will unfold. I think
it is important to reflect on
the past year- to remember
all of the happy moments we
experienced, the sad truths we
faced and all the times we set
goals for ourselves and never

got around to completing
them. Let this year be the
year we finally improve our
lives. This year we should all
try to set higher goals and
standards for ourselves. Be
meaningful with everything we
do, try harder and believe in
ourselves!
I transferred to Spectrum
this September and meeting
the new year, knowing I will
be going to offline school

Spectrum International School

main events 5
was both exciting and quite
frightening. The school gave
all students a new year’s gift
which was a wonderful way to
celebrate the upcoming year
and create an atmosphere
of union without having to
leave our homes. Entering
an unfamiliar setting was
a great way to start the
year. Sometimes we have to
overcome our fears in order to
understand that what awaits
us is even better than what we
have gotten used to.
2020 was very heavily
impacted by the coronavirus.
People locked themselves
inside their homes, schools
taught through Zoom and
Google meet and everyone
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started wearing masks.
Although all of us felt like
there was no way out, like
this was never going to end,
we are now attending schools
and quarantine is a lot less
strict now. I think there were
many valuable lessons this
experience taught us. Firstly,
nothing is permanent. We got
used to life being the way it
used to be, we didn’t expect
our world to turn upside
down. However, a key skill this
has taught us is adaptability
and mobility. This brand new
year will bring many changes,
many good and some bad. We
cannot control this. However,
what we are able to control is
the way we view them and the

way we react to them. This
year, my new year’s resolutions
are to be more positive, work
on myself, try even harder in
school and try using my phone
less. What are yours?
Malika Adasbayeva

6 main events

English week
ENGLISH the world’s 3rd
most spoken language
with an approximate of
379million native speakers
and 743million of non-native
speakers. English is spoken
in almost 60 sovereign
states and it is the language
of business, Internet, the
language of freedom. Every
98 minutes there is a new
word created in the English
language. Many people find
this language easy, but for
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some it is difficult than the
others, for example let’s take
the word “Ghoti” and I am
sure most of you prounced
that word wrong.
This word illustrates the
irregularities in pronouncing
English words. This word
actually pronounced as
“Fish”. This spelling of fish
was made by William Ollier
where he stated “gh” as (f)
from the word ENOUGH, “o”
as (i) from the word WOMEN
and “ti” as (sh) from the
word NATION. Don’t get
surprised by this as this is
only one example, there are
many more, and I learnt this
in Grade 10 in the English
week. Just like this here
at spectrum we celebrate
English week by learning
new words, having spelling
bee competition, debates
and much more.
References:
https://lemongrad.com/
english-language-statistics/
https://www.englishclub.
com/esl-articles/199909.htm
Abdullah Yasir
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8 teachers
- Good afternoon Mr Gazi! First
of all, welcome to Spectrum!
Thanks for accepting our
interview request, my name
is Aigun and I am a grade 12
student. Maybe we should start
with an expected question;
What attracted you to work for
Spectrum International School?

chill of Nur-Sultan. How are you
coping with it?
I was really scared by what we
heard about how cold it was
before coming, but as someone
who spent a winter as a nursing
person, I can say that there is no
need to be so afraid when the

First of all, thank you
for including me in this
beautiful magazine. I can
list some points which
attracted me. Spectrum is
in the capital, the education
system is according to the
Cambridge system, teachers
and students are from
different countries.

I think the hardest task of a
mathematics teachers is to make
them love mathematics, to arouse
curiosity and interest in the
students, and I will try to do that.
- I am sure that you take a
responsible approach to teaching.
But what do you think about the
learning mentality of the
Spectrum students?
And one rather peculiar
question…... Can you name
one best trait of spectrum
students and one worst trait?
Best trait is they are very
friendly, respectful to each
other and their teachers,
one worst trait is not being
aware of the possibilities
they have.

-Can you tell me more
about your educational
background and your
previous experiences in
teaching?
I completed my
undergraduate education
in mathematics at Balıkesir
University, completed my
master’s education at Fatih
University, I have been
working as a mathematics
teacher in Afghanistan,
Indonesia and Nepal for
total 16 years, and 4 years
in Almaty.
-What was your first
impression of Spectrum and
its community?

- Online teaching was a
challenge for the entire
school community. What,
in your opinion, could have
been done differently to
increase its effectiveness?
Everyone knows that online
education is very difficult,
despite this, teachers spend
twice as much time as usual
to prepare lessons, to make
students involved. families
offer more than enough
facilities to their students
in. Only the students
remain, and if they try to
do their own duties, we
can overcome this difficult
situation without causing
much damage.

Interview
with mr Gazi

What impressed me the
most is the exchange of ideas
with teachers in every activity of
the school administration, trying
to provide teachers with all kinds
of opportunities for education,
and perhaps most importantly,
students are respectful, not
spoiled.

- Most new arrivals take a long
time before adapting to the Arctic

necessary clothing etc. available.
The houses and schools are
planned according to these cold
temperatures, the roads are
cleaned quickly, there are suitable
vehicles for transportation.
-How do you hope to make a
difference in the lives of students
in your role at Spectrum?

-I hope you will enjoy your
time spent at our school and
have students that deserve your
teaching.
Mr Gazi, I am sincerely grateful
for your time and effort.
Thanks.

Aigun Gassanova
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in the end, she became a
teacher and has been happily
doing that for the past 5 years.
During online teaching it was
made pretty clear that she
was not a “digital” person.
Preferring the old school style
she was excited to go back to
offline teaching. As a teacher
she also doesn’t like the idea
of regular tests and exams
as they are not an accurate
reflection of someone’s true
knowledge and potential.

Bagzhan Muratova
Warm welcome to our new
Kazakh and Kazakh Literature
teacher!

out, though, that the most
important question to ask
was “Where will I be more
useful?”.

Choosing a career for
Ms.Baghan was a hard
decision that took the longest
time to answer. Obviously,
questions like “What do I
want? Who do I want to be?”
arose along the way. Turns

That was when she realized
that, at the end of the day, it
was not the profession, but the
“life” you choose to live that
mattered. A life, where one
will not divide it into «before»
and «after” work. That is why,
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A ‘good day’ at school for
Ms Bagzhan is, essentially,
everyday - she absolutely
loves teaching and being
around her students. Everytime
she teaches and talks with a
student she opens up another
“world” and discovers a whole
new “universe”: that is the
best part about teaching. The
only worst part is being able
to handle it all in time and
manage it efficiently.
Ms Bagzghan is also really
talented: she did boxing for a
while and does archery!
Interestingly, Ms Bagzhan
never understood all the hype
around “Harry Potter”. Doing
things quickly is what she does
best, so while she might not
relate to magic the character
she does relate to is Flash!
“Plan for success, prepare for
a failure” is the saying that she
lives her life by.

10 spectrum alumni
Tomiris Kaliyeva, a former
student of the class of 2020,
has recently graduated from
Spectrum International school.
She has gladly accepted to
answer some of the interesting
questions that any current
student or parent would
appreciate.
Question 1 Where do you study and what
are you studying?

Tomiris’ response I am currently studying
International Development at
the University of Winnipeg,
which is located in Winnipeg,
MB, Canada. International
development studies is a
multidisciplinary subject that
focuses on the evolution
of nations from political,
geographical, and socioeconomic perspectives.
The classes I’m taking this

school.
Question 3 What clubs or extracurriculars
did you participate in in order
to be able to apply to UofW?
Tomiris’ response I would say that my GPA
played the largest role in my
admission, but the leadership
positions at school (being a
co-leader of the Tulpar house,
being a leader in UNESCO
and the newspaper clubs,
etc) and volunteering were as
important.
Question 4 Any last bits of advice that
you would give to potential
students?
Tomiris’ response Listen to what you’re taught
at school, because a lot of
ideas and knowledge from
high school will be linked to
classes at university (thanks

Tomiris Kaliyeva
year vary from micro and
macro economics to cultural
anthropology and global
citizenship. I was worried
when choosing this program,
but I really enjoyed everything
I studied so far.
Question 2 How was transitioning from
SIS to UofW?
Tomiris’ response First of all, I wouldn’t say
that the transitioning from

SIS to UofW fully took place
yet. Although I am already in
Winnipeg, all classes are still
online, thus I did not have the
chance to really experience the
life of a university freshman.
Moreover, as I finished high
school online, and the format
was carried on to my university
studies, the transition was
smooth. The only difference
I noticed is that I have to be
even more responsible and
self- dependent than I was at

to my teachers, I went to
my university classes with
a decent foundation). Also,
make yourself familiar with the
APA and MLA styles if you’re
planning to study in the US
or Canada. I wish good luck
to future graduates of SIS, see
you all on the other side))

Ailin Khassen
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education, my studies in
universities do not differentiate
as much as I expected. Most
opportunities and skills that I
have learned in school are now
helping me in my University
life.”
3. If you
could go
through high
school all over
again, what
would you do
differently?
Are there
opportunities
or services
available
through your
school that
they wish they
had taken
advantage of,
but didn’t?
“I would
happily go
back to high
school and
experience
everything
once again. The biggest mistake
I have made during my studies
is that I really focused on my
studies only when I got to grade
11. This was probably the class
where I changed my studies
significantly. To be more specific,
I can outline that I changed from
a regular student to a scholar.
I am very pleased with all the
help and support that our lovely
teachers were able to provide to
me and my classmates, especially
during our final year.”
4. Any last bits of advice that you

would give to potential students?
“As a student who was studying
in Spectrum from its start, I
would advise students from all
grades to enjoy their time in
school and take all opportunities
that our lovely school offers.

Nurahmet Yilmaz

Nurahmet Yilmaz, a year 2020
Spectrum International school
alumni, was kind enough to
share his experience and advice
regarding finishing high school
education and applying to a
university abroad.
A list of questions had been
asked in order to give insight to
those who are interested.
1. Where do you study and
what are you studying? What
influenced your decision to apply
to this exact university?
“Hello, Dear Spectrum
community. My name is
Nurahmet Yilmaz and I am a
year 2020 alumni. Currently, I
am studying at London South
Bank University in a course
of Business Management
with Enterprise and
Entrepreneurship. The reason
why I have chosen this university
is that I have a really good friend
who is already studying in year
2, and he has told me a lot of
benefits regarding this university.
Moreover, London South Bank
University can be considered as
a very good Business orientated
place of study. As well as this
university is located in the middle
of London which is a great
opportunity for being able to feel
the new adult life that starts after
you finish school.”
2. Did the school’s curriculum
and opportunities prepare you
enough for your university?
“If I am being honest, our school
is an excellent place to prepare
you for university. For me it was.
Since I have applied to the UK
and our school offers Cambridge

Most importantly, do listen to the
teachers when they advise you to
read a chapter or simply study a
specific topic because it will help
you immensely in your future
education.”
Thank you for reading until the
end. Don’t forget to look for ways
alumni from our school have
already graduated and achieved
the best possible outcome for
themselves, through updated
articles about the alumni of our
school.
Ailin Khassen

12 student achievements
As an International school,
“Spectrum” provides
scholarships for gifted
students from all over
Kazakhstan. One of them
is Abylai, student of 12A.
From the young age of
13 he has constantly
participated at different
math Olympiads,
starting from regional
Olympiads, he slowly
reached the International
contests. His love for
mathematics started
when he got accepted to
Bilim Innovation School
for gifted boys. Abylai’s
math teacher, at that
time, saw the potential
in him, and made him an
Olympiad student. With
his efforts and dedication,
Abylai proved that he
deserved this place
more than anyone. After
three years of hard work,
Abylai took part at the
prestigious international
math Olympiad, and
representing Kazakhstan
he took Silver medal.
Abylai’s dream is to study
at MIT, and become a great
mathematician. He also

As an
International
school
enjoys cultural shows of
different countries and is
interested in computer
games. Abylai believes that

only with hard work you
can bring something good
to your society and your
state.
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ElIf YildiZ
Elif Yildiz, 10 years of age, is a
5th grade student at Spectrum
International School. She has been
studying in Spectrum since first
grade. She is a very bright and
happy student who has many
hobbies and interests. Elif enjoys
humanitarian lessons like Art and
English. She thoroughly enjoys
spelling bee’s and creative writing.
Elif also has out of school hobbies.
These include tennis and singing.
Elif has been singing from a
young age. It started off as a hobby
and now she has taken a more
serious approach to it. Elif attends
singing lessons three times a week
and has expressed how much
she enjoys it! Elif recently took
part in an international singing
competition-The International
Art Festival-Contest «Ezerski
biseri». Elif recorded a video of
herself singing and submitted it
to the Art Festival-Contest. From
there, the team uploaded all of
the videos online and the winner
was whoever got the most views,
likes and comments. Elif proudly
took first place in a competition
with many people from all over
the world competing. Elif proudly
stated that “I was worried as many
older people with more experience
than me were competing. Even
though they were my competition,
my fellow competitors inspired me
to try harder and do even better
next time! I had fun with it and
tried my best. After I won, I felt
extremely happy and proud of
myself as my hard work had paid
off! However, there is much more
to come! I am trying to improve my
skills, practice and do everything I
can to achieve my dream.”
Apart from «Ezerski biseri»,
Elif Yildiz has also competed in a
singing competition in Latvia. It
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is very well-known so there were
many people all over the world
who took part. Elif says that she
was very inspired by all of the
singers taking part and she was
motivated to practice even more!
Elif also took part in a contest in
Prague where she won the grand
prize! She had to choose between
a cash prize or an opportunity to
take part in another competition.
She travelled all the way to
Moscow to take part and won first
place. Elif says she enjoys that she
can travel to compete and also go
sightseeing.
Elif Yildiz has big dreams and
will work hard to achieve them!
She wishes to compete in various
competitions, such as: Voice Kids
and Eurovision Kids. Elif has set her
heart on making Kazakhstan more
well known amongst the United
States and European countries.
Elifs dream job is to become a
professional singer; to perform
in front of big crowds, compete
in world famous singing contests
and most importantly, inspire little
girls just like herself to never give
up and pursue their goals and
dreams!
Elif recommends to try out

everything. You might not see it
at first but there is talent in each
of us. For example, Elif was only
four years old when she heard
her friends singing to a song they
all enjoyed. She, too, wanted to
try. Everyone noticed how gifted
she was from the beginning so
Elif was taken to a teacher who
taught her the basics of singing.
After this, Elif began attending
personal singing classes with
a new teacher who she is still
working with to this day! Elifs
role models are Adele and Louis
Armstrong. “Adele has definitely
impacted my growth. She inspires
me to do my best and I fell in love
with her songs. I love singing and
listening to her beautiful music.
My favorite songs are ‘Rolling in
the deep’ and ‘Someone like you’.
Louis Armstrong’s melodious
music makes me smile and laugh
whenever I hear it! I enjoy music
that makes me feel. Adele’s music
is very emotional and deep. On
the other hand, Louis Armstrong’s
music is a lot more upbeat and
makes me feel a bit better when
I’m feeling down.” Elif advices to be
confident in yourself and what you
are doing. Take it seriously and do
your absolute best!
Elif enjoys her school life and
has many friends. She advocates
for kindness, understanding
and support. Elif Yildiz is truly
inspiring as she has discovered
what she loves doing and dreams
of pursuing as a career so early
on. Elif is wise beyond her years;
she is a true believer in returning
peoples kindness and she advices
all of our readers to never give up
and to believe in themselves!

Malika Adasbayeva
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Core Value:
Principled
Why is being
PRINCIPLED important?
It’s important to make
sure that you follow
your own morals- basic
stuff like don’t be rude
to others, or the more
specifics, like whether
or not students should
be punished or being
late. There’s a reason
and meaning behind
everyone’s principles, and
there’s no doubt that each
and every one is different.
Sure, following a set of
rules all the time seems
tiring and boring. But
being principled doesn’t
mean exactly what you
think. Being principled
is to act honestly, it’s to
follow your own set of
rules. It’s to stay true to
yourself- not to anyone

else. Have your own
principles, and follow it.
But it’s also important to
respect others’ principles
too.
At school this is especially
important. Finding the
balance between following
your own way and the
rules of school is essential
to have an effective
experience at school.
Maybe your principles
don’t align with the
school’s. You can either
stand up for your own
beliefs, or submit to theirs.
Either way is fine, but
the important thing is to
respect them and yourself.
At least, those are my
principles.
Principles at home are
also important. It’s

important to respect
your family’s decisions
and beliefs, but it’s also
important that they
respect yours. Because
home is where most of us
spend the majority of our
time, it’s important to act
principled and create a
comfortable and homely
environment for everyone.
Sometimes, when
following your own
principles, others may not
like it, or it may go against
their principles. If neither
principles affect one
another, there’s no need
to fight, or cause conflict.
People disagree all the
time, and being principled
is to act maturely, to stay
honest to yourself, and to
respect one another.
So, what are your
principles? What are the
reasons behind them?
Think about them !

Hwajung Koh
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Core Value:
Empathy
What is empathy? What’s the
big deal around it?
Dictionaries say that empathy
is the ability to recognize
emotions in others, and to
understand other people’s
perspectives on a situation.
But why do we consider it as
our core value? And while
we’re at that, what even are
core values and why do we
have them?
Core values are, simply put,
the fundamental beliefs of a
person or organization. They
are guiding principles that
dictate our behavior and help
people differentiate between
right and wrong. They also
help us determine if we are on
the right path of fulfilling our
goals by creating a resolute
guide in our heads.
Just agreeing with those
beliefs, however, is not
enough. In every situation
we have to step back a little
and check in whether or
not the driving force of our
decisions correlates with them.
Even if doing that does not
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necessarily make us better
in retrospect, the constant
repetition of it will give our
actions more meaning and self
actualization.
So while the definition of
empathy does seem like a
simple common sense, unless
we start specifically defining
its values as the ones we follow
our life by, its meaning
wouldn’t reach its
maximum potential.
Empathy is like
traveling: you go
through another
person’s experience
like you would enter
another country. You
go through procedures
like customs and
border crossing just
like empathy would
require you to be
respectful to others
and try to observe,
reflect, and seek to
understand another
person’s experience.
When you actively
consider those as

the conditions for your
interactions with others it
can turn out as a meaningful
relationship basis.
And just like that, Spectrum
International School tries to
reinforce those values on a
growing generation. Let it
be engaging children with
fun games and challenges or
having more serious ‘talks’
with older kids, overall we
encourage people to consider
being more self aware of the
degree to which we actively
empathize with people around
us, every day.

Rumeysa Varol
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Offline learning
Nowadays studying in
schools is known as “offline
learning” but why? May you
ask and for this we have to
go 386 years before from
now when schools were
invented in 1635 in America
which specifically focused
on reading, writing and
mathematics and although
there were some changes in
the subjects but this system
was carried on by people till
the 20th century when a virus
known as covid-19 came into
being and shook the whole

wide world and because of
which it also had its impacts
on schools.
As physical gatherings
were banned to reduce the
amount of cases and lockdown
was held all over the world,
therefore as they say “modern
problems require modern
solutions” and so being the
time of technology many
schools had to shift online
using meeting applications
like zoom, google meet etc.
For almost 10 months or a
year schooling was online

and after some time when the
cases condition was reduced
many schools are back offline
including our SPECTRUM
international school where
we take proper virus security
precautions as we have hand
sanitizers all over our school
social distancing 2 meter rule
and wearing masks all the
time.
In conclusion many
students think that offline
learning helps understanding
much better as it is easy to
communicate with the teacher
and clear your doubts etc.

Abdullah Yasir

Abdullah Yasir
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University education is a high
concern for most of us, especially
in high school. Grades and
exams only pile up the stress,
and before you know it, you’re
awake at 2 am on a school
night studying up for University
entrance exams, only to find that
you ALSO have to have multiple
extra-curricular activities and
certificates, not to mention
special skills and quality traits.
I too, have had multiple crying
sessions at 2 am, panicking about
how I’m never going to graduate.
But, as it turns out, there was no
need to fuss.
I’m sure many of you have heard
about the Duke of Edinburgh
‘s International Awards. If you
haven’t, it’s basically a program
that gives you awards based on

skills or activities practiced over
a span of time. The awards
are categorized into 4; Physical
activity, Skill, Voluntary Service,
and Adventurous Journey. Each
category requires the participant
to practice the skill each week,
for a different amount of time,
ranging from 3 months to a year,
depending on the level. There
are 3 levels: Bronze, Silver, and
Gold. At the end of each level,
you get the certificate. Many
students in Spectrum are already
participating, including me.
My experience with DoFe
has been tiring, yet enjoyable.
Each week I complete 3 of the
tasks, excluding the journey
category (for now). My peers
have also been participating in
this award.

Adventures
with
DofE
Issue 02

Participating in DoFe helped me
realize how much of a lazy slob
I was before. I would overthink
and worry about things, and
yet do nothing about them. Not
only that, but it has made my
life more interesting to say the
least, It has helped me improve
my work ethic and I would
recommend it to those aiming
for a good college, or just to have
something fun to do, especially
during trying times like these.
I think that it’s a great way to
learn and practice new skills
and also be able to utilize it for
university in the future.
To learn more about DofE, use
this qr code.
Hwajung Koh
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Dress
code
policy
We might all despise
the idea of wearing
school uniforms, but
have we ever tried
to understand what
exactly it teaches us?
Wearing a uniform is a
badge of pride, creates
an identity for a school
and is an important
part of being a school
student. School uniforms
engrave equity into the
minds of the growing
generation by breeding
a sense of cohesion
and commonality
amongst the students.
Many research results
conclude that wearing
a uniform promotes

a more
responsible
approach to
education:
Students who
wear a school
uniform show
improved
academic
performance
and discipline,
as well as
increased
attendance
rates. Leaving
all this aside, it saves
you the trouble of
choosing an outfit every
morning!
Spectrum
International School
places a great emphasis
on its School uniform
policy, and takes the
required measures in
case of misconduct.
After several verbal
and written warnings to
both the parent and the
students, in the case of
continued disobedience
to the policy, the
student is sent home
in order to change the
uniform and conducted

a red card.
The policy is not
exclusively about the
uniform itself. So,in
order to avoid such an
experience, it would be
worthwhile to remind
yourself of the following
lesser known rules:
«Fad» haircuts for
both boys and girls
are not permitted.
Colored/dyed hair is not
permitted.
Girls are not
permitted to wear
make-up, including
colored nail polish. Girls
with pierced ears may
wear only small, plain
studs in one hole per
ear.
Slogans or
advertising which by
their controversial or
obscene nature disrupt
the educational setting
are prohibited.
For more detailed
information, you may
check the policy on the
school website.
Aigun Gassanova
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